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Foreword

Iam proud to be a part of the rich history of the U.S. Army 
Medical Center of Excellence (MEDCoE), the premier 
medical training institution in the Department of Defense. 

The MEDCoE is the driving force to improve and evolve the 
delivery of healthcare in every environment around the globe as 
depicted in the pictorial history. The Centennial version includes 
the most notable achievements for Army Medicine during the last 
decade (2010-2020) .

The medical readiness of our military force is paramount. For 
the last 100 years, the MEDCoE has been responsible for training 

competent and ready medical professionals to support the front line fielded force.

As one of the U.S. Army Training and Doctrine Command’s (TRADOC) Centers of Excellence, 
the MEDCoE continues the legacy to train, educate, and inspire medical personnel to fight and 
win in the multi-domain operational design of the future. To conserve fighting strength, we must 
preserve the health of maneuver forces, enable Soldier lethality in conflict, and facilitate a return 
to competition. 

We continue to carry the torch given to us by those who came before, and train the finest medical 
professionals in support of the MEDCoE’s core mission: saving lives on and off the battlefield.

Army Medicine Starts Here!     

 
DENNIS P. LEMASTER 
Major General, U.S. Army
Commanding General          

“For the last 100 years, 

the MEDCoE has been 

responsible for training 

competent and ready 

medical professionals 

to support the front line 

fielded force.”

i
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Preface

T his Centennial edition and update to the publication originally 
titled “Envision, Design, Train” continues the pictorial history 
of the “school” for Army Medicine. Army Medicine Starts Here! 

begins with the original book’s material to 2010, and then covers the latest 
decade’s numerous events (2011-2020). It concludes with the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Building upon the previous foundation of material, readers can follow the 
changes in organizational structure and technology, with a background of 
ongoing conflict. Most of the material for this update is from previously 
published MEDCoE and Joint Base San Antonio sources. Technological 
advances have greatly aided the availability of imagery and information. 

Why a pictorial history? Images serve to preserve the record of events, but 
also function as a “snapshot” in time. Decades from now, the uniforms, 
courses, and people that comprised the MEDCoE can be viewed how they 
once were. This book will also provide an initial view of the vast changes in 
the Army that occurred since the publication of the original edition.

Despite medical advances and changes in organization, from the very first 
students to the most recent graduates, the mission to excel at training for 
the Army’s finest medical professionals continues today.

 NOLAN A. (ANDY) WATSON 
ACHH Supervisory Historian

ii
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